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Tips for writing funny letters to a child at overnight camp

Writing a funny letter to your child at camp is a great way to brighten their day
and make them smile. Here are some tips to help you craft a humorous
message:

1. Embrace silliness

Write from a different perspective: Consider writing a letter from the viewpoint of a
family pet, a favorite toy, or an inanimate object in your house (like a talking
refrigerator or a mischievous sock).

Exaggerate mundane events: Describe everyday occurrences at home in an overly
dramatic or silly way. For example, the dog could be described as trying to bury a
bone in the laundry basket, or the vacuum cleaner attempting to "eat" the lawn.

Make up a funny story: Invent a fictional adventure or mishap that has occurred at
home since the child left, like the time the laundry was accidentally dyed green or the
cat decided to redecorate the living room with toilet paper.

Create a "Top 10" list: Compile a humorous list, such as "Top 10 Foods We've Been
Eating While You're Gone" (include some truly unappetizing items), or "Top 10 Parent
Activities While You've Been at Camp" (e.g., cleaning closets, organizing the
garage).

2. Incorporate interactive elements

Include jokes or riddles: Share a few age-appropriate jokes or riddles that the child
can share with their camp friends.

Create a fill-in-the-blanks letter: This is especially fun for younger children. Provide
a partially completed letter with blank spaces for them to fill in with their camp
experiences, according to Gold Arrow Camp.

Send a "guess the answer" quiz: Ask questions about things happening at home and
have them guess the answers. For instance, "What did we name the new goldfish?" or
"Who's coming to visit next week?"

Send letters in a secret code: Create a simple code and include the key, allowing
them to decode the message.

3. Visual humor

Draw a silly picture: Include a hand-drawn illustration that ties into the funny story or
simply a goofy character.

Use funny fonts and colors: If typing the letter, experiment with different fonts and
colors to make it visually engaging.

Make an envelope out of something unexpected: Use a page from their favorite
magazine or a colorful advertisement to create the envelope.

4. Remember the rules

Keep it positive and upbeat: Focus on the fun and exciting aspects of camp life.
Avoid mentioning homesickness or making the child feel guilty about being away,
notes Tips on Trips and Camps.

Don't share too many details about home: While it's fine to provide lighthearted
updates, too many exciting details about activities they're missing can lead to FOMO
(fear of missing out), according to Tips on Trips and Camps.

Encourage the child to share their own camp stories: Ask open-ended questions
about their experiences and friends, says St. Joseph's Youth Camp.

By using these tips, you can create memorable and amusing letters that will be
a highlight of the child's time at overnight camp.
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